VOOBM 6-15-2016
Village of Owego Board of Trustees Meeting

The Village of Owego Mayor and Board of Trustees held a Public Hearing on Wednesday, June 15, 2016
at 7:00 pm at 20 Elm Street, Owego, New York, 13827. The following people were in attendance:

Mayor: Steve May
Deputy Mayor/Trustee: Earl Hartman
Trustees: Jenny Ceccherelli
Rob Manville
Phoebe Morris
Ed Morton
Mike Phelps
Clerk-Treasurer: Rod Marchewka
Village Attorney: Robert McKertich
Police Chief: Karen Vinti
WWTP Supt.: Ron Horton

Insert “A” — Sign in Sheet
Pledge.

Public Comment:

Laura Rodd — 105 Chestnut Street — the village desperately needs OPD. The budget is not a fire
department vs. the police department thing. Why is the village attorney increasing so much? I have
requested two FOILS. I would like information from the fire department on mileage of vehicles, need for
equipment, what needs to be replaced. Police Chief Vinti has provided information on 400 plus calls a
month. A FOIL on conflict of interest concerning the police department. Information has been forwarded
to the village attorney.

Why pay so much for an auditor? Maybe we should be looking to save money here.

Recently there were thefts on Main Street and in the Halstead Development. Revisit the budget — don’t
have to adopt the budget until July1st.

Kevin Millar -78 Front Street —
Village of Owego 2016-2017 Budget 3™ Draft Public Hearing Comments:

1) Page 4, Auditor. Is this $38,500 expected to be a recurring annual contract or a one-time
occurrence?

2) Page 5, Attorney. Actual spend on 2016, per 1-12 was 0. Will the new annual attorney fee be
$55,000?

3) Page 7, Joint Recreation. Coburn Library was cut 24% and no others were cut. What is the
rationale for cutting one, but not the others?

4) Page 14, Hyde Park. Actual 2016 spent PT $9,717 but $25,000 budgeted. Actual spent Utilities
2016 $1,865 and $3,500 budgets for 2017. Why? And, should village taxpayers pay for a park
used mostly by non-village residents?

5) Page 17, Dental Insurance. Actual spent 2016 $2,797.75 but $6,403.00 budgeted for 2017. Why?

6) Page 21, EMT OT. Actual 2016 spent was $13,800 but $25,000 budgeted for 2017. Why?

7) Page 21, EMT Fuel. Actual spent 2016 was $2,782 but $20,000 was budgeted for 2017.

8) Page 22, Physicals. Actual spent 2016 was $1,511 and $10,000 budgeted for 2017.
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9) Page 25, OPD FT Cuts. Does the board anticipate some shifts not covered or covered by one
officer?

10) Page 25, OPD PT. Actual 2016 was $62,552 and budgeted for 2017 is $40,000. Won’t less FT
mean more PT work?

11) Page 25, OPD OT. Actual 2016 was $53,778 and budgeted for 2017 is $20,000. Won’t less FT
mean more OT?

(Submitted by Kevin Millar 6/15/2016)

Police Officer Thomas Woodburn read aloud a letter written by him and Sergeant Brett Kobylarz (as
Owego PBA Vice President and President). The letter is on file at the clerk’s office and will be made a
part of the minutes once the soft copy is received at the clerk’s office.

Rusty Fuller — 61 Liberty Street — During the police budget process (meetings) there was not mention of
cuts. How did this process come about? Who directed the village attorney to draw up this resolution?
Under who’s authority? Mr. Fuller discussed the political campaign ads vs. current actions taken by the
village board.

Judy Hartman — 440 North — discussions on OPD have been going on for over a year. The village must
defend a lawsuit by lawyers that represent the Owego PBA.

Judy Riesbeck — 101 Woodlawn — it is your job to make these decisions on the budget. Ambulances have
been purchased used. All departments cut and cut — we may need police department cuts.

Public Hearing closed at 7:38 pm

Motion by Trustee Morris, seconded by Trustee Ceccherelli, to rescind the Resolution from the
June 6, 2016 meeting that eliminates two police officer positions.

Trustee Morton — we have been doing short term planning — need to have a long term plan.

Police Chief Vinti — I have been trying to communicate with the board since May 17" as of now, no
response.

Trustee Hartman — until we are updated on audits — we have to take things slow — we need long
term sustainability.

Roll Call Vote: Trustee Hartman, Trustee Manville, Trustee Morton, Trustee Phelps, and Mayor
May voted no. Trustee Ceccherelli and Trustee Morris voted aye.
Motion Failed 5-2

Motion by Trustee Phelps, seconded by Trustee Hartman, to adjourn at 7:54 pm. Roll Call Vote:
Trustee Ceccherelli, Trustee Hartman, Trustee Manville, Trustee Morris, Trustee Morton, Trustee
Phelps, and Mayor May voted aye.

Motion Carried 7-0
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